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Elimination & Substitution

Engineering Controls

Administrative 
Controls

PPE

Hierarchy of Controls 

 

 

Elimination is where the hazard is physically removed 
from the work environment.  For example, installing a 
remote grain monitoring system so that you would not 
need to climb a grain bin for the purposes of checking 
the grain level or moisture content. 

Substitution is where a hazard is replaced with 
something less harmful.  For example, using a smaller 
bag or container when manually handling chicken feed 
as it will reduce the weight and potential for an 
ergonomic injury. 

Engineering controls are used to isolate or separate 
workers from the hazard.  For example, Installing a Roll 
Over Protective Structure (ROPS) on a tractor with no 
cab or on an ATV. 

Administrative controls change the way people work. 
For example, training on jobs and tasks, new employee 
orientations, longer rest periods or shorter shifts to 
reduce exposure times, signs making people in the area 
aware of the hazard, etc. 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), often referred to 
as PPE, is worn by workers to reduce their exposure to 
the hazard.  For example, wearing an N95 mask, 
chemical resistant gloves, steel toe footwear, hearing 
protections, etc. 

 

Where Hazard Controls Are Used 

 
Hazard controls are usually placed at the source of the hazard, along the path and at the person.   

 

 
 
 

 
Source Path Person 

Where the hazard comes from  Where the hazard travels   

Tractor spraying pesticide Drift from air movement Someone working nearby 
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Effectiveness of Hazard Controls Summary 

 
 

 
 
 

Hazard Control Considerations 

 
Sometimes more than one type of hazard control will be needed to reduce the hazard to a reasonable level.  

 

.  

 

 
It is important to make certain that the 

hazard controls you put in place do not 

create new hazards.   

You will want to check on the hazard 

controls you use to ensure that they are 

working as you had planned. 


